
 

1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ON 

BUCHI EMECHATA’S SECOND-CLASS CITIZEN 

 

 

By 

 

Jennifer Chinenye Emelife  

PgD Education. BA Literature in English. 

27th January, 2019 

           A TEACHER’S GUIDE 



 

2  

Prereading Activities  

Prereading activities help set the mood and introduce kids to what they will be reading. 

Consider one or more of the activities below to launch this novel unit plan in your class: 

1. Gallery Walk: I love gallery walks because students get the opportunity to move around 

which helps break routine. The quotes below are some of the important quotes from 

the novel: 

a. She, who only a few months previously would have accepted nothing but the 

best, had by now been conditioned to expect inferior things. She was now 

learning to suspect anything beautiful and pure. Those things were for the 

whites, not the blacks. 

b. She had gambled with marriage, just like most people, but she had gambled 

unluckily and had lost.  

c. One thing she did know was that the greatest book on human psychology is the 

Bible. If you were lazy and did not wish to work, or if you had failed to make 

your way in society, you could always say, 'My kingdom is not of this world.' If 

you were a jet-set woman who believed in sleeping around, VD or no VD, you 

could always say Mary Magdalene had no husband, but didn't she wash the feet 

of Our Lord? Wasn't she the first person to see our risen saviour? If, in the 

other hand, you believed in the inferiority of the blacks, you could always say, 

'Slaves, obey your masters.' 

d. She did not delude herself into expecting Francis to love her. He had never 

been taught how to love, but had an arresting way of looking pleased at Adah's 

achievements. 

e. The concept of whiteness could cover a multitude of sins.  
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You can print out the quotes above and cut them or copy them out with a pen/marker into five 

sheets (one paper per quote). Paste them on different corners of the classroom (consider the 

wall), labelling them A - E. Break students into five groups (depending on the number of your 

students) and let each group take turns walking round the classroom, reading the quotes and 

taking down notes on the questions below which you can write on the board and have them 

copy into their notebooks: 

- What do you think the quote is talking about? 

- Who/What is being referred to in the quote? 

- From reading the quote, what do you think the text will be about?  

Please, make sure students answer all questions for each quote. Remind them that there is no 

right or wrong answer. At the end, let them go back to their seats and as the teacher, lead a 

whole class discussion on their finding. 

2. Reader's Theatre: Although the novel is mostly narrated with just a few dialogues, 

finding a suitable dialogue and having students act out the lines even before reading the 

novel will help heighten their interest. Check the short dialogue between Francis and 

Adah on pages 60 and 61 and pick your best actors to bring that scene to life. From 

“She got herself dressed, washed the children and gave them breakfast…” on page 60 to 

“Francis wanted to know” on page 61. 

Pick a third student who will play the narrator, while the other two focus on taking Francis’ and 

Adah’s lines. 

3. Do You Know: You can also introduce the novel with some Do You No facts about the 

author, Buchi Emechata. If your school has tech support, prepare power point slides 

with pictures detailing the life and achievements of Buchi Emechata, without giving the 
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book away. You can also mention that the Second-Class Citizen is, in some way, 

autobiographical, as it chronicles Buchi Emechata's journey to being an author. 

Reading Strategies  

Second-Class Citizen is quite a difficult read; this is mostly because the structure of the story is 

nonchronological and bereft of dialogues. To make it more fun for students, consider having 

theatrical read alouds. Encourage students to be as dramatic as possible as they take turns 

reading and if they are to read at home, the While Reading questions should help you review 

what they have read in class.  

This guide is written chapter by chapter and in four sections: 

1. Before Reading - This helps students predict what a chapter will be about even before 

they read it.  

2. Vocabulary - This contains a list of words that students can learn from that chapter. You 

can do a Vocabulary quiz/game every Friday to review the new words. I like to do 

charades with my kids. I divide them into groups, have them find meaning to the words 

using a dictionary or the internet and students act out the vocabulary word, while their 

teams try to guess what word is being acted out.  

3. While Reading - While Reading contains both literal and inferential questions. While 

reading in class, you can pause at certain intervals to ask these questions or you can use 

them to review chapters that they have read at home. While Reading questions are 

meant to engage students in stimulating discussions and while it is important to 

encourage students to take note as the discussions go on, please, do not make students 

write down answers to every single question in this section. It defeats its purpose of 

creating an interactive learning process and is definitely going to be tiring. 
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4. After Reading - After Reading is the last section and this is where students can write. It 

contains lots of writing prompts that synthesise ideas discussed under While Reading.  

I have provided models and answers to some of the questions. Also remember to break 

students into four or more groups (depending on your class size) ahead of time for group tasks. 

Please, feel free to adapt this guide as it suits you and your students.  *** 
Chapter 1 

Before you Read: This chapter is called Childhood. What do you think it will be about? 

Vocabulary: 

Presence 
Insignificant 
Mysterious 
Remnant 
Preference 
Hush 
Tangible 
Alacrity 
Hullabaloo 
Triumphant 
Impulsive 
Doleful 
Pinnacle 
Ambition 
 

While Reading 

1. Why wasn’t Adah sure of the age at which she became aware of her dream? 

2. “She was a girl who arrived when everyone was expecting and predicting a boy. So, 

since she was such a disappointment to her parents…nobody thought of recording her 

birth.” What does this tell you about the period/setting of this book? 



 

6  

2b. Do people still hold such belief about female children? Discuss within groups and 

share your thoughts with the class. 

3. Where is Adah from and why was it difficult to believe that it was her hometown? 

4. List two differences between Lagos and Ibuza as explained in the text. 

5. Whose arrival influenced Adah’s childhood dream? 

6. Why was Lawyer Nweze’s return to Nigeria such a big deal for the people of Ibuza? 

7. What was Adah’s mother’s occupation? 

8. Adah’s mother would never make Adah a dress that was exactly her size because she 

thought Adah would outgrow it just as soon. Think about your parents or guardians. 

How often do they buy you clothes? Have you had a similar experience as Adah’s? 

9. What was Adah’s dream? 

10. Why did Adah begin to tell lies at home? 

11.  What did Adah decide to do to pursue her dreams?  

12. Who is Mr Cole? 

13. Was Adah received warmly at her new school? 

14. What experiences shaped Adah’s low conception of women? 

15. What trouble did Ma get into at home and how did that change things for Adah? 

16. What happened to Adah and her brother, Boy, following the death of their father? 

17. Nonchronological Plot: At this point, we realise that the author’s narration of how Adah 

got to begin school is, in fact, a flashback, as she connects it to the reason why Adah 

can’t join the women at the airport to welcome Lawyer Nweze. Explain to students how 

this might be confusing and let them know that they will be seeing many of such 

examples as they read. Remind them that the author’s style is an example of a 

Nonchronological Plot – a narrative technique where the story does not follow the 

direct pattern/order of the event featured such as narrating another story inside the 
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main plot-line. Ask students to think about other books they have read with similar 

structure. 

18. Give two examples of the taboos and superstitions as cited in this chapter. 

19. What became of the river goddess, Oboshi? (Teachers, use this opportunity to reiterate 

the effects of urbanisation on traditional life and beliefs). 

20. What was Adah’s secret vow and dream? 

After Reading 

1. Write a two-paragraph response to the prompt below. Remember to cite relevant 

evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Prompt:  The people of Ibuza did not believe in sending girls to school. Yet, Adah fought her 

way through. What does this say about her character? 

For teachers - Quotes may include:  

“Every Ibo family saw to it that their children attended school. Boys were usually given 

preference, though.” 

“‘A year or two would do, as long as she can write her name and count. Then she will learn to 

sew,’ Adah had heard her mother say…” 

“Whenever she took Boy to Ladi-Lak Institute…Adah would stand there, filled with envy…” 

2. In referring to the women of Ibuza, the author writes, “Their wants were simple and 

easily met.” In two paragraphs, explain how Buchi Emechata uses this line to show 

a contrast between the needs of women in the past and the needs of women today. 

What does that tell you of Ma’s wishes versus Adah’s dreams? Remember to cite 

relevant evidence from the text to support your answer.  
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3. Explain the use of Nonchronological Plot (or nonlinear narrative) as a technique in 

this chapter. 

4. The author uses flashback to show the readers the history behind Adah’s pet name. 

Define flashback as a literary technique and explain its usage in this chapter. 

Chapter Two  

(This is a really long chapter. Consider breaking it into two lessons to aid students’ 

understanding and engagement.) 

Before Reading: What does the title tell you of what to expect? 

Vocabulary 

Elitism 
Hitch 
Dwindle 
Tactful 
Obstinacy 
Peculiar 
Flutter 
Ambition 
Hurdles 
Overawed 
Indecision 
Prolific 
 
While Reading (Pages 18 – 24)  

1. What was Adah’s first hindrance towards achieving her dream? 

2. Why was it decided that the money left in the family was to be spent only on Boy’s 

schooling? 

3. What became of girls whose parents die? 

4. Why did they keep Adah in school for the time being? 
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5. Within your group, discuss the commercialisation of girls and women, in the sense that 

in times of crisis, girls are often given out to marriage in exchange of money 

(dowry/bride price) as seen in the case of Adah. Teacher, introduce this issue to the 

students and then observe them make their points with their partners. Ask students to 

appoint representatives from their groups who will make a short presentation before the 

class. 

6. What did Adah learn from her short stay in Ladi-Lak?  

7. What was Adah’s new family like? 

8. What new things did Adah face in her new home and how did she embrace them? 

(Answer – waking up at 4:30 am to serve her new Pa and master, fetching water from a 

distance; she accepted these challenges and allowed them to teach her independence 

and survival skills.) 

9. At what age was Adah expected to leave school? 

10. What do we learn about Ma at this stage? 

11. Why must Adah begin to make financial contribution to her family? 

12. What did Adah think about her mother’s remarriage? 

13. What did Ma say to Adah to convince her about marrying an older man? 

14. Buchi Emechata writes, “…she would not consent to live with a husband whom she 

would have to treat as a master and refer to as ‘Sir’.” What does this say about Adah’s 

character? 

15. Why were the older men the only ones who approached Adah for marriage? 

16. What did Adah do to dissuade her suitors? 

17. What reignited Adah’s hope of pursuing her studies? 

18. All through the text, there are subtle references to tribal stereotypes. In this chapter, 

Adah’s Yoruba classmates said to her, ‘You Ibos used to eat people, didn’t you?’ Think 
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about your interactions with friends and people within and outside school. What are 

some of the things you expect of people because they come from a certain tribe? 

(Teacher, this is an opportunity to discuss the ills of stereotypes. If you have the time 

and resources, check out Chimamanda Adichie’s Danger of A Single Story on 

YouTube and have your students watch it. Then have them share their thoughts on 

what they have seen, while trying to compare it to Second-Class Citizen. This gives them 

a wider insight and allows for technology as a differentiation teaching technique.) 

19. How did Adah get the nickname, ‘Ibo Tigress’? 

20. What price did Adah pay to get the money for her common entrance examination? 

21. Ada didn’t have money to further her studies, yet, she believed that she would attend 

the best secondary school. What does this tell you about Adah’s character? 

22. Why couldn’t Adah tell anyone that she was hoping to win a scholarship? 

23. What do you think the ‘Presence’ is? 

While Reading (pages 25 to 37) 

1. Adah managed to complete her secondary studies. Her next plan was to further her 

education in the University of Ibadan. What was her major challenge at this stage and 

how did she overcome it? 

2. Given a different circumstance, would Adah have married Francis when she did?  

3. Have you ever made a decision you aren’t pleased with just because you had no choice? 

Share with the class. 

4. Though poor, Adah was content being with Francis. List three reasons for this. 

5. Why was Adah’s family mad at her marriage to Francis? 

6. The author writes about Adah’s shabby wedding, “It was the saddest day in Adah’s 

whole life. She did not mind having to go home in a bus, neither did she mind not 

marrying in white…but still she was sad, very sad…” Why do you think she was sad? 
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7. What good news followed after the birth of their first child? 

8. Francis was afraid that his marriage would not last if he allowed Adah take the new job. 

He had to ask his father first. What does this tell you about Francis as a character? 

(Teachers, prompt students to share ideas like he is indecisive, dependent on his 

parents, though married and/or controlling of his wife.) 

9. What renewed Adah’s dream of going to the UK?  

10. What thoughts did Francis have about her suggestions of them moving? Do you think 

he was being fair? 

11. How do we know Adah was living a happy life at this point? 

12. In describing Adah’s state of happiness and the great relationship she had with her 

mother-in-law, the author writes, “…some of Adah’s friend used to think that she was 

Adah’s real mother, they were so close. But she (Adah) suspected somewhere in her 

heart that the contentment she had then was superficial.” Based on how they are used 

in this context, what do you think contentment and superficial mean? 

13. Why didn’t Adah have a say in issues that concerned her as decided by her parents in 

law?  

14. Why did Adah feel cheated? 

15. Why did Adah’s parents feel that Adah had let them down? Do you agree with them?  

16. Why was Adah so eager to leave for the United Kingdom at this point? 

17. What news did Francis bring her? What are your thoughts over Francis’ father’s 

decision? 

18. What was Adah’s next plan?  

19. What did the plane at the airport remind Adah of? What metaphor was used in 

describing it? 

20. What did Francis write in his letter? 
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21. What new life awaited Adah? 

After Reading 

1. The author writes, “…In Africa, and among the Ibos in particular, a girl was little more 

than a piece of property.” In three paragraphs ( a paragraph should be at least, seven 

sentences long), analyse the quote above as it relates to the characters in Second Class 

Citizen. Remember to cite textual evidence. 

2. Francis’ family, though Christian, offered prayers for his safety in England to the river 

goddess of Oboshi. In two paragraphs, discuss the religious clash in this chapter as 

further examined by Adah in her thoughts.  

3. This chapter gives many instances of Adah being unable to have her way in many issues 

that concerned her. Highlight three of these examples in your notebook and use them 

to write a three-paragraph essay on the theme of gender and subjugation. 

Chapter Three 

 
Before Reading: The title for this chapter is A Cold Welcome. Within groups, consider the 

various meaning of the word, cold and predict how true this will be for Adah, regarding her 

arrival in England. Do you think cold in this context is literal or literary? (Teacher, this is an 

opportunity to review students’ knowledge on the usage of literally and literary).  

Vocabulary 

Jabbering 
Coherent 
Hysterical 
Uninhabited 
Immigration 
civilisation 
Frigidity 
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Isolated 
Industrialised 
Tedious 
Elite 
Reprimand 
 

While Reading 

1. What were Adah’s kids’ names? 

2. How did Adah feel knowing that her childhood dreams had finally come to pass? 

Think about a time when you got something you’ve wanted so badly and relate it to 

Adah’s feeling of finally being in England. 

3. Why was Adah “a little disappointed” and what gave her the hope that she would 

survive? 

4. Adah found that Francis had changed: he kissed her publicly and made jokes out of 

serious subjects, but Francis still didn’t think that Adah had the right to express herself. 

Find a quote that relates to this and share with the class. (Answers may include: “Adah 

was quietened by the sharpness of his voice. The sharpness seemed to say to her: ‘It is 

allowed for African males to come and get civilized in England, but that privilege has 

not been extended to females yet.’” “…she prayed that the two of them would be strong 

enough to accept civilization into their relationship.” Page 40 

5. Allusion is a figure of speech in which an object or circumstance from unrelated context 

is referred to in another text. It could be names of historical figures, places or events. 

Cite one example of allusion in page 40 and 42. (Answer – For page 40, “She was 

beginning to feel like Dick Whittington.” Dick Whittington is coined from the the 

folklore, Dick Whittington and His Cat, an English folklore about Richard Whittington 

who was a wealthy merchant.) 

6. What did Adah discover about her home in England? 

7. What kind of neighbours did she have? 
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8. “She swallowed it all, just like a nasty pill.” What does this expression on page 40 

mean? What did Adah “swallow” and what figure of speech is used in the expression? 

9. On page 42, Adah was further disappointed and regretted coming to England. With 

your teammates, 

i. Cite an evidence from the text to support this. 

ii. Find out what made her more disappointed. 

10. What was she thankful to Francis for, in spite of? 

11. What new job did Adah get? 

12. Despite finding out that she was pregnant, Adah took up the new job.  How does that 

show Adah as a defiant character? 

After Reading 

1.  

i. At the end of this chapter, it becomes clear that Francis stayed married to Adah just 

because of her pay. Give three instances from the text explaining this.  

ii. How did that make Adah feel? 

iii. Do you think she loves Francis? Give reasons for your answer. 

2. There is an example of how the law discriminates against women on page 43. Find this 

example and write it down in your notebook for your note on the theme of gender 

discrimination. (Answer – The example is in how difficult it was then for single women 

to travel out, except there was a husband in the picture). 

3. Adah wouldn’t take up the sort of job expected of her in England and Francis was 

unhappy with that. In three paragraphs (or more), examine how the other black 

neighbours accepted the “second-class citizen” title and have been so psychologically 

affected by it that they do not believe they deserve any better. 
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Chapter 4  

Before reading: What do you think will become of Adah now? Does the title of this chapter 

give anything away?  

Vocabulary  

Churning 
Profusion 
Unperturbed 
Noncommittal 
Purgatorial 
Aghast 
Resentment 
Foster 
Vulgarity 
 

While Reading 

1. How many months has Adah been in the UK?  

2. Who was the Chief Librarian Adah worked with? Describe her in three sentences.  

3. Why did Adah feel out of place with the assistants, but not with her boss?  

4. Was Adah happy with her marriage? Cite a quote from page 48 to support your 

answer.  

5. What did Adah notice about reading as a librarian in Nigeria and the UK?  

6. What new habit did Adah pick up from doing her job at the library?  

7. Why was Adah especially happy with her new job? Share a quote from the text to 

support your answer. 

8. Read page 49 and in your groups, identity and discuss the challenges Adah face as a 

working mother. 8b. Was Francis helpful? You may write down your points in your 

notebooks, then select one person to present your findings before the class.  

9. Why didn't the landlord and his wife want Adah's children in the compound? 
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10. What did African couples do with their children when they move to England in those 

days? (Teacher, have students attempt defining the word, ‘foster’ and explain it to them, 

if they are struggling.) 

11. Why do mothers send their children away?  

12. What was Francis’ reason for wanting their children to be sent to foster homes? How 

did Adah respond?  

13. The author uses a biblical allusion to describe Adah's hope of enrolling her kids into a 

nursery on page 51. Ask students to find this allusion and explain its meaning.  

14. Who became Adah's new friend? 

15. On page 54, Francis failed his exams and blamed it on Adah. What three adjectives can 

you describe him with based on this context?  

16. Adah, finally, found someone to watch her kids. What was she called? (Teacher, draw 

students’ attention to the title of this chapter and explain what a daily minder is.) 

17. What was Adah's experience with the daily minder? Did she really watch her kids?  

18. What did Adah discover about the whites and blacks on page 58? Cite a quote to 

support your answer. 

19. Why did Francis ban Titi from speaking Yoruba? 

After Reading 

1. Adah was shocked to see Trudy lie to Miss Stirling, the children's officer because she 

had grown up with the idea that white people are perfect humans, incapable of such 

vices. The author writes, “There were bad whites and good whites, just as they were bad 

blacks! Why then, did they claim to be superior?” In two paragraphs, explain how this 

contributes to the theme of racial supremacy. (Teachers, in answering text-dependent 

questions like this, teach kids to restate the question. This guides them in writing good 
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topic sentences and/or making a claim. For example, in responding to the prompt 

above, a student might begin: 

Adah was shocked to see Trudy lie to Miss Stirling, the children's officer because she 

had grown up with the idea that white people are perfect humans, incapable of such 

vices. The author writes, “There were bad whites and good whites, just as they were bad 

blacks! Why then, did they claim to be superior?” This shows that being of a certain 

skin colour made people assume they are, naturally, above other people, as seen in 

Second-Class Citizen. For example, ... 

(Student goes ahead to give examples of racial supremacy in the book so far, also citing 

examples of Francis banning his daughter, Titi, from speaking Yoruba. Other quotes 

that can be used in this essay include, “...An intelligent man was judged by the way he 

spoke English. But it did not matter whether the English could speak the languages of 

the people they ruled.”) 

2. Reread pages 50 and 51. Explain the concept of foster-parenting as it applies to Africans in 

England in the text. 

3. Debate Activity: Buchi Emechata writes that “...An intelligent man was judged by the way he 

spoke English. But it did not matter whether the English could speak the languages of the 

people they ruled.” Prompt: Is the knowledge of the English language a proof of one's 

intelligence? (Teacher, break students into groups and allow them to take a stand - Yes or No. 

Then give them few minutes to work in their groups, organising their ideas and points. Walk 

around to supervise and offer help where needed. Next, call each group to present their points 

before the class. Make sure it's clear what they're arguing for and that their points are coherent. 

After all groups have presented, applaud them all and give feedback.) 
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Chapter Five 

Before Reading: The title for this chapter is An Expensive Lesson. Before reading, what do you 

think this ‘expensive lesson' will be?  

Vocabulary 

Clatter 

Inevitability 

Pathetic 

Innards 

Innumerable 

Kaleidoscopic  

Fatigue 

 

While Reading  

1. Discussion: What would you do if your greatest wish comes true, but turns out 

unfulfilling?  

2. Why did Adah begin to doubt the genuineness of her dream of coming to the UK?  

3. Why did she think the “Presence” was no longer with her? In what ways have things 

changed for her since she moved?  

4. Spot the use of biblical allusion on page 60. What does it mean? 

5. Think Pair Share: Do you believe in superstitions? Have you ever woken up feeling 

that something bad will happen and then it happens eventually? Turn to your seatmates 

and discuss this, then share with the class. 

6. Do you think Francis was a good husband? Cite examples from page 61 to support 

your answer. 
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7. “Francis was only good at giving her children, nothing else.” How does this quote 

contribute to the character development of Francis? What does it tell you about the 

kind of person that he is? 

8. Why did Adah say on page 63 that Francis, even when rich and working, wouldn't bring 

her to an expensive restaurant? ii. What does that tell you about how Francis feels 

concerning his race/identity? 

9. How did Adah know her kids were in danger even before Cynthia said it?  

10. Spot the use of allusion/simile on page 65. 

11. List three differences between the healthcare system in the UK and in Nigeria as shown 

in Chapter five. 

12. Why was Adah so afraid of Vicky being in the hospital?  

13. According to Adah, how can a woman in the Nigerian society be sure of her husband's 

love? 

14. What did we learn was wrong with Vicky?  

15. Francis was shocked at the new Adah who raised her voice on him. What did he blame 

this on?  

16. How did Vicky get meningitis? (Teacher, explain to students what this ailment is). 

17. Why couldn't Adah beat Trudy even though she was angry and felt like it?  

18. The author writes that Adah couldn't control her anger at Trudy because “she had had 

so many things to bottle up inside her”. Give two examples of some of these things as 

cited in this chapter.  

19. What good thing came out of Adah's outrage?  

20. “Adah had exploded another myth.” What was this myth?  

After Reading 
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1. In this chapter, Adah finds her voice and argues with her husband and even threatens 

him. In three paragraphs, discuss this as a theme of women emancipation and the effect 

of the new society Adah finds herself in. 

2. Francis thinks, “In their society, men were allowed to sleep around if they wanted” but 

women were considered wayward if they did same. Discuss this as a theme of gender 

discrimination, citing other examples from the text to back up your answer. 

Chapter Six 

Before Reading: The title of this chapter is Sorry, No Coloured. What do you think will 

happen based on the title?  

 

Vocabulary 

Coloured  
Frantic  
Meander  
Equanimity 
Audacity  
Jubilant 
Insalubrious  
Condescended  
 

While Reading  

1. What sad news did Francis bring?  

2. Why were they asked to quit their home? (Answers include: she was in a white man's 

job, she wouldn't send her children away to be fostered, they were Igbo, etc.) 

3. What was the stereotype about the Igbo tribe on page 75? 

4. How was Francis different from his neighbours which made them jealous?  

5. Why was house-hunting more difficult for Adah? 
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6. What do you think “Sorry, no coloureds” means? Using context clues, determine the 

meaning of the term, “coloured”. 

7. Have you ever wanted something so badly but you were unable to get it because of your 

name, tribe or religion? Break into three groups and discuss the limitations of tribal and 

religious discrimination in Nigeria. Share your ideas with the class. 

8. Adah, who would normally insist on the best, didn't bother looking for accommodation 

in a “clean, desirable neighbourhood”. Identity a quote on page 77 that explains the 

reason for this. Answer - “She, who only a few months previously would have accepted 

nothing but the best, had by now been conditioned to expect inferior things. She was 

now learning to suspect anything beautiful and pure. Those things were for the whites, 

not the blacks.” 

9. What hard truth has learnt? Answer - That black was indeed inferior in the UK, but not 

in Nigeria and that nothing “beautiful” and “pure” can be for blacks.  

10. What kind of songs did Adah's neighbours sing whenever they saw her approaching?  

11. What was Adah's plan when she found a vacant room with no “Sorry, no coloureds” on 

it?  

12. On their way to meeting the landlady of the rooms they wanted to occupy, the author 

writes that “Adah did not mind the ruins and demolition, because the more 

insalubrious the place was, the more likely the landlady would be to take blacks.” Using 

your understanding of this chapter so far, what do you think “insalubrious” would 

mean? 

13. What did the landlady say on seeing Francis and Adah, even though she had agreed to 

renting the rooms to them on phone?  

14. Did Francis and Adah get the house? Why and how did that make them feel?  

15. What did Adah hope to achieve by telling Francis the story of Jesus on their way home?  
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16. What do you think will happen next?  

 

After Reading 

1. In this chapter, the theme of racial discrimination is made prominent. In three 

paragraphs, analyse how that plays out for Adah and Francis.  

2. On page 76, Buchi Emechata writes “Thinking about her first year in Britain, Adah 

could not help wondering whether the real discrimination...that she experienced was 

not more the work of her fellow-countrymen than of the whites.” In three paragraphs, 

discuss the irony in the fact that she was hated more among people from her country 

than foreigners at work. Remember to cite textual evidence (specific examples/quotes) 

from this chapter. Answer - Students essay should include how much she was mocked 

by neighbours over house hunting, how they expected Vicky to die, how her and her 

family were asked to quit and why, etc. 

3. It dawns on Adah that she could no longer desire beautiful things of life as a black 

woman, something she'd detested about Francis. Using examples from page 77, 

describe the psychological effects this had on her. 

Chapter Seven 

Before Reading: What does the title, The Ghetto, suggest will happen in this chapter?  

Vocabulary 

Eligibility 
Redundant  
Disastrous 
Elite  
Aristocracy  
Undaunted 
Acquiescence 
Effusive  
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While Reading  

1. What happened to most of the Nigerian men who sought “the kingdom of the 

eligibles”? 

2. Spot the use of biblical allusion on page 88. What does it mean? Answer- “Like the 

seeds of that sower in the Bible, they fell on the wayside to be trodden upon by 

passersby.” Students should explain its meaning.  

3. Who did the men who fail in achieving their dreams in the UK marry and why did they 

choose such women?  

4. Why was Mr Noble no longer respected, but treated like a clown?  

5. How did he earn himself the name, Mr Noble?  

6. What did Mr Noble do with his second pension?  

7. What challenges did Mr Noble face with the house?  

8. What is a controlled tenant?  

9. How was Mr Noble finally able to get rid of his tenants?  

10. Underline three quotes on page 97 describing Pa Noble's physical appearance and then 

write a paragraph describing him.  

11. Write a paragraph describing Mrs Noble. How different (or similar) is she from her 

husband?  

12. What can you say about the way Francis and Adah were received at their prospective 

landlords’ homes in chapter seven and eight? What is the reason for the difference?  

13. Mr Noble told lies about his family background to his wife, like his father having a tail. 

Why do you think he told such lies?  

14. At the end of their meeting, Adah was sure they would get the house. Why?  

After Reading  
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1. The first three pages of this chapter deal with the theme of exile; the lives of Nigerians 

who flee Nigeria to the UK in search of a better life and what becomes of them. In 

three paragraphs, discuss this theme. Remember to cite the life of Mr Noble as an 

example.  

2. For the “failures”, their dream of becoming an aristocracy (elite or upper class) turns 

into a different reality. (Page 89) What is this reality? Do you think that might become 

Francis’ life? Give reasons.  

Chapter Eight  

 

Before Reading: What does the title, ‘Role Acceptance’ make you think of?  

Vocabulary 

Illicit  
Straggling 
Diligence  
Virtuous 
Fervour  
Hazy 
 

While Reading  

1. Why wouldn't Adah stay back at home, even though she was tired and feeling ill?  

2. On page 104, the author, explaining Adah's eagerness to work or solve all problems 

writes “The funniest thing was that she'd felt it was her duty to work, not her husband's. 

He was to have an easy life, the life of a mature student, studying at his own pace.” Do 

you think Adah put herself in such position? Did she have much choice? Discuss 

within your group and share your ideas with the class.  

3. Why didn't Adah know about the strike?  

4. Why didn't Adah and Francis own radios or buy newspapers?  
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5. “She simply accepted her role as defined for her by her husband.” What was this role? 

(Teacher, refer back to their answer on Before Reading to see if they predicted 

correctly.) 

6. Adah felt pain, but wouldn't show it. What was she trying to prove?  

7. What worries did Adah have about giving birth in England?  

8. Instead of screaming, what did Adah do?  

9. Did Francis accept her reason for coming home? What does that tell you about the 

kind of person he is?  

10. Francis preached to his wife, ignoring the pain she was in, and focusing instead on why 

she must be a virtuous woman. What did he say about a ‘virtuous woman’?  

11. (Teacher, point out the irony of Francis who is an unfaithful husband, preaching to his 

wife. Prompt students to mention how Francis only uses religion for his own good.) 

12. What examples did Adah give on how the Bible can be manipulated by humans?  

13. Why wouldn't Adah tell her husband she was in so much pain?  

14. Why did Adah and Francis decide to have their new baby at home?  

15. On page 113, we learnt why Francis had refused to take up any kind of work. Identify 

this reason and share your answer with the class.  

16. Spot the use of biblical allusion on page 144.  

17. What was Adah hallucinating about on page 117? 

18. Did Adah survive the birth?  

After Reading  

1. Adah’s pregnancy almost cost her her life and even though the nurses attending to her 

were concerned, Francis wasn't because “...He was sure Adah would live. To him Adah 

was immortal. She had to be there, bearing his children, working for him, taking his 

beatings, listening to his sermons.” In 4-5 paragraphs, discuss the quote above as a 
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theme of the objectification and sexualisation of women. Think about the many 

instances in the text when Francis treated Adah like she didn't matter and other 

instances on the societal expectations of women and include them in your essay. 

Remember to add and explain your quotes.  

2. “Francis was not a bad man, just a man who could no longer cope with the over-

demanding society he found himself in.” Page 110 

How true is this assertion? Within your groups, create a table and list out the good and 

bad qualities of Francis so far in the book and determine whether it's the fault of the 

African society that he is the way is, or not. Share your ideas with the class when you're 

done.  

3. There are so many instances of Francis citing the scripture to suit him in this chapter. 

In two paragraphs, describe Francis as a religious extremist. 

Chapter Nine  

Before Reading: Look at the title. What new ‘rules’ will Adah be learning?  

Vocabulary  

Mincer  
Caesarean 
Gesticulate  
Dissociate  
Imperative  
Shabby 
Audacity 
Antagonistic 
Sympathetic  
Unobtrusive 
Sophisticated 
  

While Reading  
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1. Where was Adah when she woke up? What do you think had happened to her?  

2. When Adah bore her first child, Titi, why were Francis and his family not excited 

seeing the baby?  

3. Identity a quote on page 122 that supports the theme of gender discrimination. 

4. “Francis was like the Vicar of Bray. He changed his religion to suit his whims.” What 

does this comparison mean? 

5. Why was Adah particularly fascinated by the story of the woman without a baby for 17 

years?  

6. Who restored Adah's hope of living again?  

7. Why was Adah called several names at the hospital?  

8. What was her baby's name?  

9. What do you think Adah was thinking of as she questioned the sleek woman with the 

caring, handsome husband?  

10. Why did Adah burst into tears while the doctors worked on her?  

11. Adah met two women at the hospital whose lives inspired her. Who are these women, 

how did they influence her thoughts and why was she drawn to them? 

12. Why didn't Adah blame Francis for not getting her flowers?  

13. What caused Adah's pain? Answer: She had a caesarean operation. 

14. Why did Adah desire, so badly, a present from Francis? 

15. What message did the nurse bring Adah?  

16. Why was Adah ashamed?  

17. What good news did Francis bring her?  

18. What did Francis decide to do with the money?  

19. How did Adah react to the information?  
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20. Francis, instead of showing concerns for Adah's condition, told her that if she had died, 

his mother would look after the children. What does that tell you about his character? 

21. Epiphany is defined as a moment when you suddenly feel that you understand, or 

suddenly become conscious of, something that is very important to you. What was 

Adah's epiphany on page 133? (Teacher, make sure students refer to her outburst 

where she tells Francis that she hates him and that her daughters will never marry for 

money, but for love and respect.) 

22. Adah began to cry at the mention of home. Why?  

23. Who do you blame for Adah's present condition? Give reasons.  

24. What was she only grateful to Francis for?  

25. What new rule did Adah learn? (Page 134) 

26. What happened to the sleek lady?  

27. What was Adah's worry about going home?  

28. How old was Adah while at the hospital?  

29. Why did Adah contemplate dying instead?  

30. Adah realised she had changed so much from whom she used to be while in school. 

What was changing about her - what made her suspicious of other women?  

31. What last lesson did Adah learn from the hospital?  

After Reading  

1. “Why was it she could never be loved as an individual, the way the sleek woman was 

being loved, for what she was and not just because she could work and hand over her 

money like a docile child?... The world seemed so unequal, so unfair. Some people 

were created with all the good things ready-made for them, others were just created like 

mistakes. God's mistakes,” Adah muses at the hospital. (Page 126) Is Adah right on the 

inequality stand or is her life a product of the choice she had made? Perhaps she could 
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have been more patient? Teacher, lead a whole class discussion on this and cold-call 

students to share their thoughts. Record some answers on the board and let them take 

notes on important ideas and even the quote above. 

2. “Coming to have her baby in the hospital had opened her eyes a good deal.” In three 

paragraphs, explain how life at the hospital changed Adah's perspective to living as a 

wife and woman in England.  

3. What was Adah's epiphany?  

4. Think about the many ways Adah compared herself to the women in the hospital. 

Identify three of such examples. How did that affect her esteem as a woman, wife and 

mother? 

Chapter Ten 

Before reading: Will Adah succeed at applying her new rules? Give reasons for your answers.  

Vocabulary 

Conjure  
Recital 
Horrid 
Unorthodox  
Inquisitive  
Furious 
Discomfiture  
Desperation 
Indifferent  
Outrageous 
  
While Reading  

1. Spot the biblical allusion on page 139. 

2. Why did Adah feel guilty over Francis’ decision to work?  

3. What is the difference between Francis as a worker and Adah as a worker? 

4. Where did Francis work and what were his complaints about his work? 
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5. Why did Francis tell horrid (unpleasant) experiences about his work?  

6. Why was Adah suddenly filled with anger walking her daughter to her playgroup?  

7. What was Adah's dream in England? 

8. What was Adah's resolution? Did she keep it?  

9. What did Adah see on her way home that made her realise that Francis’ constant 

complaints over work were mere lies?  

10. “...she was going to be indifferent to Francis’ worries.” Using context clues, what does 

indifferent mean?  

11. Why was Adah now happy to say her husband was a Jehovah Witness?  

12. What was Adah's reason for not celebrating Christmas?  

13. Who got her kids presents? 

14. What difference(s) did Adah notice about Christmas Eve in Nigeria and England?  

15. What did Adah notice about Vicky's ear while she sang?  

16. Why did Adah think they wouldn't get a doctor?  

17. Why was Adah panicking on the doctor's arrival?  

18. What was wrong with Vicky? 

19. Why did Francis go to the police?  

20. What did Adah learn about “the provisions of the Welfare State”? 

After Reading  

1. What questions did Adah have about Christianity? Have you found yourself asking 

certain questions about your religion before? Do you usually get the answers you seek? 

(Teacher, lead a whole class discussion on this. Remember that religion is a sensitive 

topic and so if you can't manage the discussion, please, skip this task. The whole idea, 

though, is to encourage objectivity and openness among students.) 
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2. There have been many instances of Adah worrying about certain things in the text, even 

when she didn't have to. This is also shown in this chapter. In two paragraphs, describe 

Adah's character as a worrier. 

Chapter Eleven 

Before Reading: What does the title of this chapter make you think of?  

Vocabulary 

Solitary  
Solitude  
Intrigued  
Gaudy 
Riotous  
Jolted  
Traumatic  
Forgery  
Snag 
 

While Reading  

1. Adah said that her children were going to be different. In what way?  

2. Who was Adah's favourite poet?  

3. Why was Adah's bath that morning “particularly important”? 

4. Why did Francis ask Adah not to go for the family planning alternatives open to them?  

5. What challenge did Adah have at the Family Planning Clinic?  

6. What did Adah do with the form Francis was meant to sign? 

7. Why didn't Adah want another baby?  

8. Why did Adah sit beside the West Indian mother?  

9. Why did Adah change her mind about the pill?  

10. What sort of birth control gear did she get eventually?  
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11. What did Francis do when he found out about the birth control cap? Do you think his 

reaction is justified? Give reasons for your answer. 

12. Francis believed that the only reason Adah got the birth control cap was so she could be 

with other men. Why is that situation ironic?  

13. At what point did Adah believe that her marriage with Francis was over? Find the quote 

on page 161 and underline it. 

14. Why didn't Boy, Adah's brother, like Francis?  

15. What bothered Adah at the end of this chapter?  

After Reading  

1. The first paragraph of chapter eleven is descriptive. What is being described? Rewrite 

that paragraph to suit the Nigerian weather.  

2. This chapter further reveals the ugly sides of Francis. In three paragraphs, highlight the 

ugly sides. (Teacher, students’ work should include Francis’ ignorance about the birth 

control cap, him beating up his wife and inviting neighbours to witness the incident and 

even writing home to his parents about the birth control.) 

Chapter Twelve 

Before Reading: Consider the title of this chapter. What do you think collapsed? 

Vocabulary 

Apathetic  
Resignation 
Insoluble  
Daunted  
Tentatively 
Intrusion 
 

While Reading 
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1. What did Adah decide to do about the pregnancy?  

2. What was Adah's challenge when she was little? What was the new challenge? 

3. What did Adah pray for?  

4. Would you say that the Presence is Adah's metaphor for God? Or what do you think 

“It” symbolises? Explain the reason for your choice. Support your answer with evidence 

from the text. 

5. Why was Adah unhappy with the churches in England?  

6. How did Adah get to establish a personal relationship with God?  

7. What was her relationship with Francis like at this point? 

8. What were Adah's new colleagues like?  

9. Who rekindled Adah's love for reading and writing and introduced her to books by 

black authors? 

10. How do you think things will change for Adah as she had found people with whom she 

shared similar interests?  

11. Why did Adah trust men?  

12. Why did Mr Bill leave his home in Canada?  

13. What problems did her colleagues have? 

14. Why didn't Adah share her problems?  

15. What had Adah and Francis’ relationship degenerated into? Within your group, 

discuss the state of their relationship. Imagine you were lawyers/counsellors and write 

down your points, deciding if the two should go on living as a couple or whether they 

should opt for a divorce. 

16. Mr Noble asked Adah and Francis to move out of the house. Why?  

17. What did the women complain about?  

18. Was Adah successful with terminating her pregnancy?  
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19. What was her brother's suggestion?  

20. On page 170, Adah thought about her past with regret. What was this regret?  

21. Who tried to intervene in her marriage with Francis?  

22. Why was Adah unable to talk to Mr Okpara even though she felt like it? 

23. What made Francis filled with shame on page 173? 

24. Why was Francis bent on making Adah a failure like him? 

25. What was Mr Okpara's advice to Francis? Did he and his wife succeed in changing 

Francis? Why?  

26. How did Francis react to the news of Adah's pregnancy?  

27. What is the “Assistance” and what was Adah's plan learning about it?  

28. How did Adah plan ahead for her new baby?  

29. Why did Adah stop handing her pay packet to Francis?  

30. Identify the quote on page 176 that shows Adah taking charge of her life. (Answer: 

“...she told Francis, “From now on, fend for yourself. I know the children are mine, 

because they need to be fed. You must go out and work.” 

31. What hidden talent did Adah discover at the Chalk Farm Library?  

32. Why did Adah call her new baby Sunshine? 

33. What did Adah venture into at the end of this chapter?  

34. What was she going to call her new book? 

After Reading 

1. Francis starts a new job as a clerical officer, but contributes only two pounds for family 

upkeep. When Adah challenges him by saying she would do same when she gets a 

bigger job, he tells her that “she could not do that because she was his wife. He could 

refuse to allow her to go to work.” Discuss this as a theme of the subjugation of women. 
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2. In three paragraphs, examine the many ways that Adah's new outlook to life changed 

her situation. 

3. This chapter shows Adah becoming more independent and resolute. She is, finally, 

beginning to take charge of her own life. Examine the many ways in which England 

changed Adah's life. 

Chapter Thirteen  

Before Reading: This is the last chapter of the text. What do you think will become of Adah 

and Francis at this point?  

Vocabulary 

Enormous  
Gruesome 
Glistening  
Adamant  
Purgatorial  
Relinquish 
Infatuation 
Oblivious 
 

While Reading  

1. Why was it easy for Adah to stay back home, instead of rushing back to work after 

Dada's birth? 

2. What did Adah desire at this point in her life?  

3. Why wouldn't Francis let her be a housewife? 

4. Writing The Bride Price was Adah's way of escaping the harsh reality of her marriage. 

Identify a quote on page 180 that supports this. (Answers include “...it was full of scenes 

with sickly adolescent love sentiments” “Adah had put everything that was lacking in her 

marriage into it.”  
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5. Identify the simile used in describing what writing meant to Adah on page 181. What 

does it mean?  

6. What was Francis’ idea of a woman?  

7. What mattered most to Adah now?  

8. Did Adah get the reaction she expected from her friends at work?  

9. How did her friends’ validation fuel her dream of being a writer? What steps did she 

plan to take?  

10. What were her worries over her decision to become a writer?  

11. Why did Francis refuse to read Adah's manuscript?  

12. What female writer did Adah mention to oppose Francis’ opinion of her being unable 

to write because she was black and a woman?  

13. Did Francis disapproval discourage her? 

14. What did Francis do with her manuscript and what was his reason?  

15. What did Adah say to him? 

16. Why did Adah move out of their home with her children?  

17. What was Francis' parting words to Adah and how did Adah feel about that? 

18. How did Francis locate her new home? 

19. What did Francis say to her about her leaving?  

20. What reason did Francis give for hitting Adah? 

21. What happened next after Adah responded?  

22. What was Adah's reason for taking Francis to court and why wouldn't she use the 

evidence she had against Francis?  

23. What did Francis do to all of Adah's valuables, including their marriage and children’s 

birth certificates? Why did he do that? 
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24. When the court asked Francis to contribute to the children's maintenance, what did he 

suggest instead?  

25. What did Adah decide?  

26. On her way out of the court, she heard someone call her by Igbo pet name. Who was 

it?  

27. What do you think life holds for Adah and her children now? 

After Reading 

1. At the end of the book, we see who Francis really is. The author describes his attitude 

towards women on Page 181, “To him, a woman was a second-class human, to be slept 

with at any time, even during the day, and, if she refused, to have sense beaten into her 

until she gave in; to be ordered out of bed after he had done with her; to make sure she 

washed his clothes and got his meals ready at the right time.” In five paragraphs, analyse 

the quote above as the central idea of the novel, Second-Class Citizen. 

2. Adah gets a bigger job as a library officer. Within your group, trace Adah's growth since 

she moved to England despite all the setbacks she had. Now, compare that to Francis’ 

who though had arrived first, seemed to have failed at achieving his own dreams. Show 

your findings in a Venn diagram. 

3. From Adah's speech on page 189, in what ways did Francis fail as a father and 

husband? 

4. Imagine you were one of Francis’ children. You've grown to learn that your father beat 

up your mother, denied you and asked that you be given out for adoption. Write a 

letter to him expressing your feelings. 
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Post Reading Projects  

Now that students have finished studying the text, give them any of the tasks below to keep 

them further engaged in the text in a fun, creative and relevant way. You can also give them the 

chance to choose their own projects by providing them with a list and allowing them choose the 

task they are most comfortable with. Students can wok in groups or independently, depending 

on the assignment. Also, students can have more than one project, depending on how much 

time they have to turn in the completed work. Teacher, please announce projects ahead of 

time and set deadlines. 

1. Moviemaker: Imagine that there is an opportunity to turn this book into film. Write a 

one page "pitch" to a movie producer explaining why the story would or would not 

make a great movie. 

2. Poster: What do you consider the most compelling ideas in this novel? Create them 

into images with captions. The poster will be displayed on the school's bulletin board or 

walls. You work should have Second-Class Citizen as its heading.  

3. Create a character album for Adah Ofili and Francis Obi as the main characters in the 

novel. Each character should have at least three paragraphs of information describing 

them, their differences, their dreams, weaknesses and strength, and their failures and 

achievements.  

4. Feminism is the belief that women should be allowed the same rights, power, and 

opportunities as men and be treated in the same way. Analyse the novel, Second-Class 

Citizen by Buchi Emechata as a text that upholds feminism.  

5. Feminism is the belief that women should be allowed the same rights, power, and 

opportunities as men and be treated in the same way. Though written in 1974, Second-

Class Citizen tells the story of many women in our society today. We see the despicable 
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way in which Adah's husband treated her only because she is a woman. There has also 

been a lot of arguments as to whether or not the world needs feminism. Interview your 

parents, teachers, principal and other adults around you. Ask them to share their views 

on how girls and women are treated around them. Then using your findings and 

examples from the novel, create a small group club that will enlighten students within 

your school on women/girl rights, encouraging all girls to look beyond marriage and 

pursue their dreams like Adah. Make fliers, if you can, outlining the importance of 

feminism and paste them on random walls within the school. 

6. Style: There are so many examples of biblical allusion in the text. Analyse the use of 

biblical allusion as a literary device in Buchi Emechata’s Second-Class Citizen. 

7. Style: Discuss the use of flashback and nonchronological plot as narrative 

technique/style in Buchi Emechata’s Second-Class Citizen. 

8. Suggest a different ending for the novel. Imagine you are the writer, extend the story to 

end in your desired form. (Two-page, maximum) 

9. Identify four main themes of the text. Writing at least three paragraphs for each, design 

a Theme Wall Poster.  

Guidelines:  

a. You’ll need four sheets of paper or a cardboard paper cut into four. 

b. Each paper should be labelled with the theme to be discussed and the notes 

neatly written below the heading. 

c. Be creative. For each poster, add hand-drawn pictures or photos off the internet 

that illustrate the theme you have discussed. 

d. Remember to include quotes from the text in your analyses! 
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10. Create a book jacket for Second-Class Citizen, including illustrations of your favourite 

chapters, a captivating summary that convinces people to read the book and six of your 

most memorable and significant quotes from the novel. 
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